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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to Remarks, filed 01/22/2007. 

2. Claims 1 , and 3-14 are pending. Claims 1 and 3 have been amended. Claim 2 
has been cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 01/22/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The applicant argues (Remarks, page 7) that, "...the entire claim is a 
transformation that yields a tangible result. The transformation is accomplished by 
. transforming a discourse representation structure (DRS) into a completely different 
form. This is done by deleting elements of the DRS, sorting various elements, 
normalizing other elements, and finally sorting boxes and box elements, in order to 
"generate a DRS in a normal form." Thus, it is now clear that claim 1 is specifically 
drawn to a transformation that generates a tangible result, the tangible result being a 
DRS in a normal form. Thus, Applicant submits that the claims are now drawn to 
statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. § 10." However, the examiner disagrees and 
argues that transforming a discourse representation structure into a different form is 
merely a transformation from data to data, not a physical transformation. Further, the 
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applicant argues that a tangible result is generated. The examiner disagrees and 
argues that a tangible result must be a "real world" result and generating a DRS in a 
normal form is not a "real world" result. The result as claimed is instead reasonable 
interpreted as just a thought or computation within a processor. 

* 

Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, filed 1/22/07, with respect to claim 1 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The 103(a) rejection of claim 1 , rejected over 
Saldanha et al. (US 6,714,939 B2) has been withdrawn. 

0 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1, and 3-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 1, the following is the analysis that was performed: Does the 
claimed invention fall within a §101 judicial exception - law of nature, natural 
phenomena or abstract idea? Yes, the claimed limitations describe an algorithmic 
process, and thus correspond to an abstract idea. Does the claimed invention cover a 
§101 judicial exception, or practical application by producing a physical transformation 
or a tangible result? No. The final step is the "sorting the boxes and box elements" 
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which is neither a physical transformation nor a tangible result. Thus claim 1 is non- 
statutory under §101. 

Claims 3-14 are rejected for failing to cure the deficiencies of their respective 
parent non-statutory claims. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas E. Shortledge whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7612. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:30. 

> > 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571)272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

♦ 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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